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prose as that of the sermons of Basil of Seleucia. The music
to which they were sung is lost; their content would suggest
that they were rendered in a kind of recitative, the congrega-
tion joining in the refrain. With Romanus the Greek hymn1
took on its specific form, consisting of a heirmos, which fixed
the rhythm of the succeeding troparia, or stanzas; these
correspond to the heirmos in the number of syllables, in
caesura and accents. Some idea of the caesura can be gained
from the pointing of the Psalms in our own Prayer Book
version. A number of stanzas—from three to thirty-three
—make up the Ode or Hymn. Romanus is said to have
written a thousand hymns, some eighty of which are pre-
served. The subjects range widely, and include Old Testa-
ment stories such as that of Joseph, New Testament episodes
like those of Judas's Betrayal, Peter's Denial, Mary at the
Cross, and activities of Saints and Prophets; there are also
hymns for festivals, e.g. Easter and Christmas. The hymns
are characterized by their dramatic qualities, and bear some
resemblance to oratorios, being of considerable length. This
length and a certain dogmatic discursiveness tend to obscure
for Western taste Romanus's undoubted poetic qualities. In
the Christmas hymn the Magi discourse on the moral
condition of the East, and the Virgin instructs them in
Jewish history; on the other hand, in the Easter hymn the
women's announcement of the risen Lord is full of poetic fire.
A famous hymn, perhaps composed by the Patriarch
Sergius, is the 'Acathistus', still sung in Greek churches in
the fifth week in Lent. As its name implies, it is sung with
the congregation standing. It consists of twenty-four stanzas
in honour of the Virgin Mary, whose protection delivered
Constantinople from the Avars and Persians in 626.
As time went on, Greek hymns increased in elaboration
of form, a change illustrated by the Canons, which consist
nominally of nine Odes, but practically of eight.2 They were
mainly composed during the period of the Iconoclast
1	See the introduction to J. M. Neale's Hymns of the Eastern Church, 4th ed.,
1882 (Neale, however, had not the advantage of Pitra's discoveries)$ Alice Gardner,
Theodore of Studium, pp. 236-52.   See, further, the Bibliographical Appendix
at p. 412 infra.
2	Some idea of their content can be gained from the translations of portions
given by J. M. Neale, op. cit., though the metres are admittedly changed.
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